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Dear Friends, November 2022 
 
As we take time to look back on 2022 there are many things for which we thank God for his faithfulness and 
provision. This is my first letter to you, as David Jack stood down as chairman in March and I took over as 
chairman. I have worked alongside David as vice chairman and secretary since the charity was formed in 
2007. During that time David served the Lord faithfully and we are very thankful for all he has done. Aubrey 
Cardy has also stood down as a trustee so that he can concentrate on his many other responsibilities. We will 
miss them both very much and will be keeping in touch with them. I know they both will look forward to 
seeing how God will develop the site and bless those who visit. 
 
Having had a couple of quiet years (due to the impacts of Covid) this year has largely gone back to pre-
pandemic levels of visitors and we have been encouraged to see new groups come to the campsite. In 2022 
we had over 2,000 visitors to the site, with about 1,400 people staying overnight for between 1 and 7 nights 
and the other 600 as day visitors. 
 
We may never know the full impact on people’s lives but we feel privileged to know of some who committed 
their lives to the Lord Jesus, and others were helped in their Christian life. We were pleased to welcome back 
many groups who had to cancel in 2020 and 2021. 
 
We have continued to discuss and plan with CYM (Ipswich Christian Youth Ministries) for them using the 
campsite midweek during school term time and we saw their first school group onsite this year. CYM work 
with many schools in the Ipswich area, and they are offering school residentials to schools in Suffolk and 
further afield. Please pray that there will be a good number of bookings in 2023 and that this arrangement 
will work out very happily for all concerned. We also applied for planning permission to convert the current 
small games room into an office for CYM so that they can be onsite for their residentials and throughout the 
year. After some delays we are pleased to say that we now have planning permission to undertake this work. 
I would like to thank Mike Woods, our architect, for doing all the drawings and planning application for us. 
We also thank Gavin Hughes for his advice and work on the building costs, coordinating with the builders and 
other tradesmen regarding the office conversion. 
 
We will be converting part of the sports hall store room into a new games room for the pool, table football 
and table tennis tables and making the current games room an office for CYM to use. There will be a new 
entrance for the office which will allow access for CYM staff without needing to come through the campsite 
gate to keep things separate when other groups are using the campsite. There is a lot to be undertaken but 
we pray that plans and finance will fall into place and that the building work will progress well before the 
season starts again in March 2023. We believe that God will provide the funds for this and other projects as 
he has done so in the past. 
 
CYM have had a low ropes course built on the campsite and they hope to have a zip wire installed across the 
lake. This will be attractive to school groups but we also hope that some of our other groups will be able to 
book sessions with CYM to run these, when CYM staff are available. 
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I know many groups really appreciated the warmer temperature in the swimming pool this year. Some days it 
was up to 34 degrees centigrade! We do not have a water heater, just the sun, but the solar gain pool cover 
and enclosure heat the water very effectively. We have ordered a new marquee which will be available in 
2023. We decided not to have the marquee erected in 2022 as it was not available until August and it didn’t 
seem wise to put up and take it down so quickly before winter. 
 
We have had some new trees planted. Some of these have been planted in memory of Ivan Fenning to whom 
we will always be grateful for his generosity in setting up the Trust and providing the site. 
 
We are very thankful to all the groups and individuals who gave us gifts in the past year, whether monetary, 
items of equipment or time and expertise. These really do help us to develop the site further and keep our 
running costs to a minimum so we can keep campsite fees as low as possible. I would particularly like to 
thank Colin Rushbrook for buying us a football pitch line marker and showing us how to use it! 
 
I conclude this letter by thanking fellow trustees, our campsite manager Mary Clarkson and all of our 
volunteers. These include our volunteer site coordinators who are there to help groups during their stay.  
This year they were: Mary & Ben, Dean & Karen, Aubrey, Steve & Tina, Pete & Sandy, Carol & Andrew and 
Lois & Gavin. We thank Andrew Vellacott for helping in so many practical ways. We thank Gerald Woods for 
fixing some electrical items for us. We also thank Penny Edgar once again for independently inspecting our 
accounts and John Edgar for his advice and practical help. 
 
Yours in Our Lord Jesus, 
 

Andrew Horrex 
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